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Unequal Protection
The Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration’s Discriminatory Laws & Regulations

dŚĞ�WŝƉĞůŝŶĞ�Θ�, ĂǌĂƌĚŽƵƐ�D ĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�̂ ĂĨĞƚǇ��ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͛ Ɛ�

;W, D ^�Ϳ�ůĂǁ Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŐĂƐ�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚŝƐͲ

ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚŽƌǇ͘���ůĞĂƌůǇ͕�W, D ^��ƐĞĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝĨĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƌƵƌĂů�

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ǀ ĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƵďƵƌďĂŶ�Žƌ�ƵƌďĂŶ�

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘��dŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝĚĞ�Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�

ŝŶ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�͞ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͟ �ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞƐ�

across our country. Not only does PHMSA create discriminatory

ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŝƚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ůŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĂƚ�ůŽĐĂůŝͲ

ƟĞƐ͕ �ĂŌĞƌ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌĐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�Ă�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�

should create ordinances to ban or deter development along

the path of a pipeline.

Some of the discriminatory rules and how they adversely affect 

ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƐƉĂŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�

phase through the maintenance and security phases of the pipe-

line.

Classes

dŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ďĞŐŝŶƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�W, D ^�͛ Ɛ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�

͞ ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͕ ͟ ��&Z�ϰϵ͕ �WĂƌƚ�ϭϵϮ͘ ϱ͘ ��dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǁ �ĚĞĮ ŶĞƐ�

ĨŽƵƌ�;ϰͿ�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ ���ĐůĂƐƐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƵŶŝƚ�ŝƐ�͞ ĂŶ�ŽŶƐŚŽƌĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�ƚŚĂƚ�

extends 220 yards (660 feet) on either side of the centerline of

ĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵŽƵƐ�ϭ-mile length of pipeline.” Within these class

ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƵŶŝƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�͞ Ěǁ ĞůůŝŶŐ�ƵŶŝƚƐ͟ �ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŚƵͲ

ŵĂŶ�ŽĐĐƵƉĂŶĐǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ĐƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ĐůĂƐƐŝĮ ĐĂͲ

ƟŽŶƐ͗

Class 1: Contains 10 or less dwelling units

Class 2: Contains more than 10, but less than 46 dwelling units

Class 3: 46 and above dwelling units

Class 4 ͗ �/Ɛ�Ă�ĐůĂƐƐ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƵŶŝƚ�ǁ ŚĞƌĞ�ĨŽƵƌ-story above-ground

dwelling units are prevalent.

dŚĞ��ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�WŚĂƐĞ

Pipeline Wall Thickness

&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐůĂƐƐ�ƵŶŝƚƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�W, D ^��ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶĨŽƌĐĞĚ͘ ��&Žƌ�

example, the minimum standards for steel pipeline wall thickness are: Class 1:

0.375”; Class 2: 0.450”; Class 3: 0.540” and Class 4: 0.675”. A natural gas pipe-

line constructed in a Class 4 unit is approximately 75% heavier than a Class 1

ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ���ŽĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵĞĂŶ�W, D ^��ƐĞĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝǀ ĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌƵƌĂů�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ϳ ϱй �ůĞƐƐ�ŝŵͲ

ƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͕ �ůĞƐƐ�ǀ ĂůƵĂďůĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�Ă��ůĂƐƐ�ϰ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͍

Transmission Line Valve Placement

�ůĂƐƐ�ϭ͗ ��ĂĐŚ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞ�ŝŶ�Ă��ůĂƐƐ�ϭ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƵŶŝƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚĞŶ�

(10) miles of a valve, which allows the valves to be 20 miles apart. Class 2 is 7 ½

miles from each point or 15 miles apart; Class 3 is 4 miles from each point, or 8

miles apart and Class 4 is 2 ½ miles from each point or 5 miles apart. This repre-

ƐĞŶƚƐ�Ă�ϳ ϴй �ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ǀ Ăůǀ ĞƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă��ůĂƐƐ�ϭ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�

ǀ ĞƌƐƵƐ�Ă��ůĂƐƐ�ϰ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��dŚĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ŝƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŽ�

ƚŚĞ�ǀ Ăůǀ ĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ĂŶ�ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚ�ŽĐĐƵƌ�ŝŶ�Ă��ůĂƐƐ�ϭ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ǀ ĞƌƐƵƐ��ůĂƐƐ�ϰ�ŝƐ�ĚĂŶͲ

gerous!   Where will staff be located and how long will it take them to drive on 

A pulverized rural road in West Vir-

ginia from truck traffic during pipe-

ůŝŶĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘



narrow, windy rural roads to turn off valves placed 20 miles apart? 

dĞƐƟŶŐ�t ĞůĚƐ

&Žƌ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚĂǇ͛Ɛ�ǁ ŽƌŬ͕�ďƵƩ �ǁ ĞůĚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞ͘����ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ƐĂŵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ĞĂĐŚ�ǁ ĞůĚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ǁ ŽƌŬ�must

ďĞ�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ�ĞĂĐŚ�ĚĂǇ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĐůĂƐƐĞƐ͘ ��/Ŷ��ůĂƐƐ�ϭ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �ϭϬй �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞůĚƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ĚĂŝůǇ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ͖ �ŝŶ��ůĂƐƐ�Ϯ͕ �ϭϱй ͘ �/n Class 3

ĂŶĚ�ϰ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ďƵƩ �ǁ ĞůĚƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�ŵĂũŽƌ�Žƌ�ŶĂǀ ŝŐĂďůĞ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌƐ͕ �ƌĂŝůƌŽĂĚ�Žƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ŚŝŐŚǁ ĂǇ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ-of-way, in-

ĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚƵŶŶĞůƐ͕ �ďƌŝĚŐĞƐ͕ �Žǀ ĞƌŚĞĂĚ�ƌŽĂĚ�ĐƌŽƐƐŝŶŐƐ͕ �ϭϬϬй �ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ŝŵƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů�ŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĐĂƐĞ�ϵϬй �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͘

Cover for the Pipeline

/Ŷ��ůĂƐƐ�ϭ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŝĨ�ĐŽǀ ĞƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƐŽŝů͕�ϯϬ͟ ͖ �ŝĨ�ĐŽǀ ĞƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�ƌŽĐŬ͕�ϭϴ͟ ͘ ��ůĂƐƐĞƐ�Ϯ͕ �ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϰ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ϯϲ” of nor-

mal soil, or 24” of consolidated rock. Drainage ditches for public roads and railroad crossings require 36” of normal soil or 24” of

ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�ƌŽĐŬ͘��E Ăǀ ŝŐĂďůĞ�ƌŝǀ ĞƌƐ͕ �ƐƚƌĞĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƌďŽƌƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝƉĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ďŽƩ Žŵ͕ �ϰ8”

of normal soil or 24” of consolidated rock.

�ŌĞƌ��ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ

Transmission Line Security Patrols

�ǀ ĞŶ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŝƉĞůŝŶĞ�ŝƐ�ďƵŝůƚ ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŬŶŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽŌ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚĞƌƌŽƌŝƐƚƐ͕ �W, D ^�͛ Ɛ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵents for

maximum intervals between patrols for Class 1 versus Class 4 are reduced by 75%.

Class Maximum Interval at Highway & Railroad Crossings All Other Places Along the Route

1 & 2 7 ½ mos., but at least twice per calendar year 15 mos., but once a calendar year

3 ϰ�Ъ�ŵŽƐ͘ ͕ �ďƵƚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ ϳ �Ъ�ŵŽƐ͘ ͕ �ďƵƚ�ϰ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ

4 ϰ�Ъ�ŵŽƐ͘ ͕ �ďƵƚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ ϰ�Ъ�ŵŽƐ͘ ͕ �ďƵƚ�ϰ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ

Transmission Leakage Surveys

This survey requires pipeline companies to survey the pipeline path for possible leaks.

Class Maximum Intervals

1 & 2 every 15 months, but once per calendar year.

3 7 ½ mos., twice per calendar year if no odorant is added.

4 ϰ�Ъ�ŵŽƐ͘ ͕ �ϰ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƉĞƌ�ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝĨ�ŶŽ�ŽĚŽƌĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ĂĚĚĞĚ͘

Conclusion
E Žƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƚŽƌǇ͕�Žī ĞƌŝŶŐ�ůĞƐƐ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ ͕ �ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĞůĨĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ŽĨ rural

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕ �ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ��ŝŶĚƵĐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ�ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�ŝŶ�ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ ��t ĞĂŬĞƌ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�

and maintenance less expensive in rural America.  Weaker standards also make pipelines much more dangerous and offer une-

ƋƵĂů�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ��ƌƵƌĂů�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘
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